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The importance of travel for persons with disabilities

Support groups and meetings of persons with disabilities gathered 10 participants who discussed and exchanged their experience regarding the importance of travel for persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The goal of this meeting was to present and raise awareness of the importance of travel for PWDs, and the contribution to the independence and personal development and growth in general. The participants shared their personal travel experiences useful for those who plan to travel. They also shared their thoughts regarding benefits they had received after deciding to travel. They talked about the experiences regarding destinations, orientation, barriers and obstacles, but they also concluded that all that together made them even more independent. At the end of the meeting they all presented their plans and goals they want to achieve till the end of the year. They explained why had they chosen particular destinations, with whom did they plan to travel and how. The end of the meeting was marked by the atmosphere of communion and a deeper understanding of their mutual needs with regard to travel. All participants expressed their will to work on reaching the enhanced accessibility of travel for all PWDs. 
Support groups are organized within the framework of the project “Strengthening resilience of older persons and persons with disabilities during COVID-19 and future disasters”, supported by the European Union, Austrian Development Agency and Austrian Red Cross. The overall objective of the project is to contribute to strengthened resilience of older persons and persons with disabilities in the Western Balkans during COVID-19 and future disasters, and it is implemented in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, North Macedonia, Montenegro and Kosovo. 

