We have yet to implement the gender equality principles in services in the field of violence against women

Representatives of the Union of the Blind of Montenegro, Katarina Bigovic Kulic - Deputy Director, and Andjela Dragovic - a member of Women's Board, met on Friday, February 17, 2023 with Jovana Radifkovic, Head of Division for Combating Violence at the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, and employees. 
Representatives of the Union of the Blind of Montenegro introduced the representative of the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare to the project “Strengthened towards change“, implemented by the Union and financed by the European Union and Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. 
As they pointed out, the project was focused on increasing the level of knowledge and awareness of respect for human rights, women's rights and reducing discrimination against visually impaired women, bearing in mind the main objective of the project – strengthening participatory democracy and inclusiveness. One of the topics discussed in the meeting were challenges experienced and faced by visually impaired women, as well as the necessary improvements of the legal framework for gender equality and possible solutions. 
Representatives of the Union pointed out the importance of information accessibility, and stated that the website of the Government of Montenegro is accessible, but that documents are often scanned and made in unreadable PDF, which severely impacts participation of visually impaired persons. In response, the representative of the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare said that this information would be forwarded to the Cabinet of the Ministry. The participants of the meeting also discussed challenges of licensing services in the field of violence against women, in particular when it comes to administrative procedures and requirements for obtaining a license. The representative of the Ministry stressed that they had recognized disadvantages of the licensing process and that they had already prepared a draft amendment concerning not only persons with disabilities but also some other categories in the society. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was highlighted that it is necessary to work on amendments to the Law on Non-Governmental Organizations, which would define participation requirements for working groups in areas under the jurisdiction of the Ministry.
