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The guiding idea of the independent living and inclusive life in the community is the opportunity for persons with disabilities to choose their place of residence, how and with whom they live
Article 19 of the Convention is the most comprehensive article that covers civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. This and other articles of the Conventions and their application are clearly interdependent. This Article gives persons with disabilities the freedom to make their own choices while creating their lives. Independent living does not necessarily mean that persons with disabilities have to live alone, but that in the presence of a wide range of community living supports can independently make decisions about their lives and meeting their needs and desires according to specific affinities and abilities of every person with disability individually. 
By consistent application of this Article in practice, state parties could lay the foundations for equal opportunities for all persons with disabilities. At the same time, that does not imply any charity or a privileged position compared to other persons without disabilities. It implies fair and equal fight in some segments such as the open labour market. Article 19 of the Convention calls for non-discrimination and recognition of equal rights for persons with disabilities, independent living in the community, and equal opportunities to choose that are given to other people. In order to achieve that, state parties must take appropriate activities and measures to facilitate full enjoyment of this right and full inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities in the community. The price of social exclusion is high because it maintains dependency of these persons, affecting in this way their individual freedom. Social exclusion engenders stigma, segregation and discrimination, which can lead to violence, exploitation, abuse in addition to negative stereotypes that feed into a cycle of marginalization against persons with disabilities. State parties should prevent such outcomes through certain actions and measures. Interpretation of Article 19 of Convention should not imply neither the full or partial deprivation of legal capacity nor level of support required which would deny or limit the right to independence and independent living in the community to persons with disabilities. In particular, Article 19 of the Convention challenges the existence of institutionalization of persons with disabilities. State parties see institutions as the only solution, especially if personal services are considered expensive, or when persons with disabilities are presumed to be unable to live outside the institutional environment. Such practices especially apply to persons with more than two types of disabilities, psychosocial disabilities, et cetera, who are mostly presumed to be unable to live outside an institution. Such an attitude and practice applied by state parties are in contradiction with Article 19 of the Convention.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The guiding idea of the independent living and inclusive life in the community is the opportunity for persons with disabilities to choose their place of residence, how and with whom they live. It does not refer only to a place of residence, but it also includes all aspects of private and public functioning at different points of time. Support services shall be available and accessible in a safe physical and geographic environments to all persons with disabilities living in urban or rural areas. These services should be affordable and take into account people on low incomes. They also have to be acceptable, what implies mandatory compliance with quality standards and taking into account factors such as gender, age and culture. Persons with disabilities often do not have opportunities to make choices because there are not enough options they can choose from. Furthermore, it often happens that information, which could guarantee their independence in decision-making, is not available to them in the volume and form acceptable for them. This is why it is necessary to further develop services in the community, so that all persons with disabilities could have the opportunity to choose when, why and in what time interval they need a certain service, all with the aim of ensuring equal opportunities for the smooth functioning in the community. 
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