Social and child protection system must be strengthened
On Thursday, February 2, 2023 representatives of the Union of the Blind of Montenegro held a meeting with representatives of the Institute for Social and Child Protection at the premises of the Institute for Social and Child Protection. The meeting was held within the project “Equality to a dignified life of Persons with Disabilities in Montenegro”, funded by the European Union and co-funded by the Ministry of Public Administration, and it is carried out by the Union of the Blind of Montenegro in cooperation with the Association for Support to Persons with Disabilities Bijelo Polje. 
Some of the issues raised during the meeting included concerns about programme accreditation, training for social workers, and strengthening of the social protection system. 
Representative of the Institute for Social and Child Protection, Acting Director Milos Ristic, stated that it would be very important to them if the Union of the Blind would conduct the sighted guide training for social workers in accordance with the accredited programme. It was agreed to conduct this training in March. Head of the Department for Development and Professional Support, Dragana Pesic, stated that there was an increase number of accredited training programmes in the field of disability, but that there was certainly a lack of social and child protection services for persons with disabilities. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Representative of the Union of the Blind, Executive Director Goran Manacovic, pointed out that the Union had started with provision of the sighted guide service in several cities, and that the standards and price list still needed to be defined. In order to develop services and service pluralism, during 2023, the Union of the Blind will provide an accreditation for training for future peripathologists – white cane training. 
The system of social and child protection system must be strengthened- that was the conclusion of this meeting. 

Sincerely,
The Union of the Blind of Montenegro  
Njegoseva 6, 81000 Podgorica
Tel: +382 (0)20 665 368, fax: +382 (0)20 665 377
E mail: savezslijepihcg@gmail.com
http://www.ss-cg.org/ 
http://www.zaposliosi.me/


