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Disability: higher risk of poverty or social exclusion
28.4% of the EU population with disability is at risk of poverty or social exclusion, compared with 18.4% of those with no disabilities
In March 2021, the European Commission adopted the Strategy for the rights of persons with disabilities 2021-2030 (hereinafter referred to as “the Strategy”). This strategy builds on the results of the previous European Disability Strategy 2021-2020, which has made significant progress in creating Europe without barriers and empowering persons with disabilities so that they can enjoy their rights and participate fully in society. 
The objective of this Strategy is to progress towards ensuring that all persons with disabilities in Europe, regardless of their gender, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, age or sexual orientation enjoy their human rights, have equal opportunities, equal access to participate in society and economy, are able to decide where, how and with whom they live, move freely in the EU regardless of their support needs, and no longer experience discrimination. Despite the progress made in the past decade, persons with disabilities still face considerable barriers and have a higher risk of poverty and social exclusion. Statistical data presented in the Strategy content indicate and prove there is a significant difference between EU Member States when it comes to exercising the rights of persons with and without disabilities. It is also clear that persons with disabilities are exposed to a higher risk of poverty. Regardless of numerous actions and measures taken, persons with disabilities are still within the high-risk category. According to the EU data, 28.4% of EU population with disabilities is at risk of poverty and social exclusion, compared with 18.4% of those with no disability. More than half of persons with disabilities said they were exposed to discrimination. The EU has also noted the negative impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on persons with disabilities, and has taken some specific measures in line with this assessment in order to prevent or mitigate consequences of Covid-19 on persons with disabilities. This primarily refers to an increased number of infected persons with disabilities in institutions, and on the other hand, there is a restricted number of personal services. This fact has reduced the quality of independent living of persons with disabilities, and to some extent, it casts doubt on the possibility of independent living of many persons with disabilities. However, one gets impression that adopted measures and therefore their results are far more significant in the EU Member States compared to countries outside the EU, and that the consequences of the pandemic and other global events that could not be covered by the Strategy, have an enormous negative impact on lives of persons with disabilities. On the other hand, persons with disabilities still hope that this Strategy will significantly improve the position of persons with disabilities, both in EU Member States and outside the EU. The Strategy recognizes that independent living, quality social and employment services, affordable and inclusive housing, participation in lifelong learning, adequate social protection and stronger social economy are necessary for a dignified life for persons with disabilities. We cannot say that many persons with disabilities live a dignified and quality life, and that they live in accordance with the independent living principles. Although the Convention emphasizes deinstitutionalization, EU data shows that more than a million children and adults with disabilities under the age of 65, and more than 2 million over the age of 65 live in institutions. When it comes to employment, 50.8% of persons with disabilities are employed, compared to 75% of persons without disabilities. Both young and older people have equal right to independent living and inclusion in the community, as well as the right to choose with whom they want to live. To achieve this, it is necessary to develop diverse, high-quality, accessible and affordable services, centered on the needs of individuals and families, and provided in a community. It is also necessary to provide regular and inclusive support services to children with disabilities. 
As a result of insufficient provision of adequate community services, it is notable that many persons with disabilities, both adults and children, do not have control over their everyday lives, especially persons living in institutions. That is largely related to lack of appropriate community service provision, accommodation and technical assistance. These issues are especially pronounced in the area of mental health in rural and remote areas. 
Therefore, the Commission calls on Member States to:
· Implement good practices of deinstitutionalization in the area of mental health and in respect of all persons with disabilities, including children, to strengthen the transition from institutional care to services providing support in the community;
· Promote and ensure financing affordable social housing that takes into account the aspect of disability, including older persons with disabilities, and to work on resolving the problems homeless persons are facing with.
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