Ministry of European Affairs is determined to strengthen the participation of persons with disabilities in accession negotiations
The Ministry of European Affairs, which is responsible for coordinating the process of Montenegro's accession to the European Union, is ready to provide maximum contribution to the improvement of the accessibility of the documents related to the negotiation process, by including openess and transparency principles. According to State Secretary Milena Zizic, that would ensure increased participation of persons with disabilities in the accession negotiations. 
As it was reported by the Secretariat-General of the Government, Zizic received representatives of the Union of the Blind of Montenegro, Katarina Bigovic Kulic - Deputy Director, and Andjela Dragovic – a member of the Women's Board. 
Zizic expressed openess to cooperation with civil society organizations that deal with the promotion and protection of rights, and improving the position of persons with disabilities. She also said that the areas related to the issues of persons with disabilities and gender equality are of “key importance when it comes to further progress in Chapter 23, taking into account that they represent an inseparable part of the human right corpus, as well as the core elements in the reform processes“.
“The long-term commitment of the Ministry of European Affairs aims to improve the position of persons with disabilities in Montenegrin society, and in this respect we will strongly advocate for the elimination of all sistemic deficiencies in this field, both in terms of strengthening strategic and legal framework, and also through implementation of specific activities which will lead to raising awareness on the importance of this matter and the achievement of the European standards and practices,“ said Zizic. 
Representatives of the Union of the Blind expressed their satisfaction with the previous cooperation with the Ministry of European Affairs. They introduced State Secretary to the project carried out by the Union – “Empowered toward Change“. This project was financed by the European Union and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency.
As they pointed out, the project aimed at increasing the level of knowledge and awareness of respect for human rights, women's rights and reducing discrimination against visually impaired women, and its main objective was to contribute to the strengthening participatory democracy and enhancing the inclusiveness. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bigovic Kulic emphasized the importance of gender equality in the EU accession process and pointed out the importance of improving the situation in the field of activism and participation. She also highlighted the imprtance of embedding the gender equality principles in strategic documents.
