Gender equality policy is marginalized in the EU Accession Process
Bozena Jelusic, Chair of the Gender Equality Committee, and Jelena Bozovic, member of this Committee, as well as the employees of the Committee held a meeting with representatives of the Union of the Blind of Montenegro, members of the Women's Board, Katarina Bigovic Kulic and Andjela Dragovic. 
Katarina Bigovic Kulic announced that the Union of the Blind of Montenegro was implementing the project “Empowered towards Change“, which was supported by REACTOR (Research in Action), through the activity “Furthering Gender Equality through the EU accession process“, funded by the European Union and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. The main objective of the project proposal is to raise the level of knowledge and awareness of respect for human rights, women's rights and to reduce discrimination against visually impaired women. The main objective of the project is to strengthen participatory democracy, as well as to ensure an inclusive gender-sensitive EU accession process. Bigovic Kulic highlighted that the current situation in the field of activism and participation is not at an adequate level. She also stated that gender equality policy was marginalized in the EU accession process, as well as that strategic documents do not include gender equality principles. 
According to her, there is an evident lack of involvement and participation of organizations in the EU accession process. 
“The Union has conducted a series of activities in the previous period, it has worked on capacity strengthening and raising the level of knowledge of its members with regard to gender equality policy“, it was said at the meeting. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairperson of the Committee, Bozana Jelusic, expressed willingness of the Committee to provide support for all projects of significance for the inclusion of women with visual impairments in all forms of everyday life. On that occasion, she announced a roundtable discussion which would be organized by the Committee. The following topics would be of high interest to attendees: victims of multiple discrimination, challenges and problems faced by women with visual impairments, such as the lack of registry, accessibility of information and environment, the lack of teaching materials and educated peripathologists.
